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O’Connor, Edwin The Edge Sadness 
Little, Brown. June 460p. $5.00. (Ila) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—July 


The author The Last Hurrah, which was resound- 
ing success with both public and critics, has written 
better book and one which should deeply satisfy- 
ing both critics and public. For with slender but 
lean plot line, has probed deep into number 
characters and has, sense, turned them inside out 
and shown them. deeply human. one 
not only credible but recognizable and their problems 
and perplexities are those which trouble, some de- 
gree, every man and woman. Nor has Mr. O’Connor 
shied away from examining some profound philosophi- 
cal psychological and theological questions: the loneli- 
ness the old, awareness death, the enigma pain, 
doubt destiny, the meanness and pettiness the 
best us, the dark byways despair. Yet the comedy 


humanity apparent every page, the wry pathetic 
comedy life viewed with understanding and warm 
sympathy. That almost everyone the book 
Irish extraction, Catholic, and Bostonian does not mean 
that this story limited its appeal other Irish 
Catholics those who find American Catholics 
Irish descent somehow ridiculous. Everyone, matter 
what faith heritage will find this rewarding study 
the human condition. 


The narrator Father Hugh Kennedy, now his 
fifties and thirty years priest, who has returned from 
four-year sojourn The Cenacle, desert retreat for 
the rehabilitation alcoholic priests, and has been as- 
signed run-down parish the edge the city 
slums. After life close companionship with his 
mild-mannered and unambitious father, had had 
watch his beloved Dad die painfully cancer. Doubt 
and desolation sought escape drinking, and 
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drinking withdrew from his responsibilities pastor 
the thriving St. Stephen’s until the Bishop was com- 
pelled send him away for cure.” Now back 
his home town, was content remain almost re- 
cluse the shabby old rectory, fulfilling only the neces- 
sary pastoral duties and occupying his ample leisure 
reading taking long walks late night through the 
neighboring streets. His seclusion broken the ar- 
rival assistant, earnest and somewhat pompous 
big young priest, Father Stanley Donowski; then shat- 
tered phone call from old Charlie Carmody invit- 
ing him family party celebrating Charlie’s eighty- 
second birthday. 


Father Hugh had grown with Charlie’s children: 
John, now pastor St. Raymond’s his home parish; 
Helen, married now Doctor Frank O’Donnell, mother 
Ted and grandmother Ted’s children; Dan, the 
family ne’er-do-well, neat, cocky and phony; and Mary, 
the spinster who had docilely remained home care 
for her crotchety father. Mulcahy, and Bucky 
Heffernan, two surviving cronies old Charlie, one 
tired and quiet old man, the other querulous little 
bantam cock were also there the party; were 
Charlie’s widowed sister Julia Burke and the family 
servant Agnes. But the two latter not figure largely 
the story. Mr. O’Connor content work with his 
small cast and adds only few supernumeraries. 


Everyone Charlie’s family felt sure that old Charlie 
wanted something Father Hugh, and even Father 
Hugh suspected that Charlie’s sudden attention the 
son Dave Kennedy this late date was not entirely 
altruistic. was suggested that Charlie, who had 
grown wealthy shrewd dealings real estate, had 
his eye the old church and rectory, hoping that the 
Bishop would close down the all but defunct parish 
and sell Charlie the land. But turned out, Charlie 
wanted something less than that, something much more 
difficult supply him. 


What Charlie wanted Father Hugh became known 
Father Hugh alone the Christmas night Charlie 
collapsed with heart attack. Father Hugh had heard 
his father Dave talk time and again Charlie Car- 
mody, they been friends boys, had grown and 
apart; but Dave Kennedy talked much Charlie Car- 
mody long after they had parted company. Charlie 
was, Dave Kennedy had once said, “the finest man that 
ever robbed the And that was characteristic 
Dave’s comments his boyhood friend. when, 
poignant scene has been print for many 
moon, Charlie admits last that will not missed 
when dies, not even his own family, and begs 
Father Hugh tell him that Dave Kennedy had cher- 
ished him, the priest feels that lying telling him 
many reminiscence purged its sharp comment. But 
has been obvious the reader that, under all Dave 
Kennedy’s penetration Charlie’s character and per- 
sonality, there was fondness that eased much the 
sting the caustic. 


There are many memorable scenes this remarkably 
fine The dialogue delightful and true tone 
and cadence. The style, generally,, superb and 
superbly readable. This novel that recom- 
mended heartily all. 

Grady, S.J. 


SELLERS 


Uris, Leon Mila 
Doubleday. June 539p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Mila begins Poland the eve World War 
The chapters are explanations short references writ- 
ten Jewish journalist, Alexander Brandel, who feels 
that recording what will history some day and 
what will world-wide importance. The Germans 
learn the existence these written materials and 
fear that the daily entries might made known. The 
possibility revelation enrages Hitler that orders 
these journals destroyed all costs and the search for 
these volumes leads the leveling the Ghetto. 


The Jews Poland were greatly divided: there were 
those who had forgotten their Jewishness and had tried 
assimilated; there were those who were Commu- 
nists; and there were those ordinary Jews who were un- 
motivated any driving force. These divisions pre- 
vented the Jews from taking any active resistive meas- 
ures against the Germans until the final stages the 
Warsaw Ghetto disaster. Since they refused fight 
back, the Jews earned the reputation being cowards. 


the outset the war, Polish Andrei Androfski, 
lieutenant Seventh Ulany Brigade, led his division 
against the Germans, and but few his men 
Were massacred. From then, his whole aim life was 
drive the Germans out Poland the use force. 
The various Jewish factions oppose his suggestions and 
use his resources for other work such getting money 
into the Ghetto, for the Jews were assigned Ghetto 
soon the Nazis overran Poland. first the Nazis 
made pretense humanity. They appointed Jewish 
leaders act governing body enforce Nazi rule. 
Then, conditions, though not good, were tolerable. 
Later all pretense humanity was dropped when the 
Germans began mass extermination the Jews. Those 
left took living bunkers underground, and was 
most difficult find them. When the Nazis closed the 
Zionist farm and raided the orphanage, sending the 
children their deaths extermination camps, even 
the pacifists among the Jews united and began offer 
resistance. Joint resistance forces were created—a band 
guerrillas who despite poor arms waged successful 
war the Nazis, killing many hundreds them. Since 
the Jewish extermination was going too slowly and the 
Jews were offering successful resistance, the Nazis 
started burning the Ghetto. After all the buildings were 
destroyed, the Germans began flushing out the bunkers, 
blowing them up, filling them with poison gas, etc. 
few escaped; one, Chris, knew the existence 
whereabouts the important journals. But the few 
who escaped were small comparison the millions 
who did not. 


After the fantastic success Battle Cry and Exodus, 
Leon Uris probably one the most popular and 
financially independent present-day authors. Mila 
will unquestionably add both his popular and 
nomic status; however, will nothing for him 
artistic reputation. When one states that Mila 
readable, one really says everything favorable which 
can asserted. This book has permanent value 
significance; typical slick potboiler. 


Mr. Uris’s characters are not memorable. There are 
hundreds individuals this novel, but they soon 
blur and fade from memory. The atrocities committe 
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against the Warsaw Ghetto remain vivid and shocking, 


but the individual people involved reach into our souls. 
Actually, too, much Uris’s material has been brought 
forward, paralleled surpassed the newspaper ac- 


counts the Eichmann trial. fact, many respects 


this novel the Eichmann trial material dramatized. 


one wants read particularly well-written and 
account the Warsaw the 
standard literary work still John Hersey’s The Wall. 
The vast difference between The Wall and Mila 
the vast difference between conscious artist 
hard-working journalist. Mila journalism—and 
not the highest grade journalism that. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 


Oldenbourg, Zoe Destiny Fire 
Pantheon. May 22,1961. 378p. $4.95. (III) 


Miss Oldenbourg has proved herself major historical 
novelist two exceptionally fine novels, The World 
Not Enough and its sequel The Cornerstone. There 
was hint, the end the latter novel, that third 
story would continue the fortunes the family 
Ansiau Linnieres through the son, Haugenier, who 
had entered monastery. Not so, seems, least 
this novel. But Destiny Fire takes the scene and 
the time The Cornerstone, the end the thirteenth 
century, and concerned with the crusade against the 
Cathari, which was depicted the latter half The 
Cornerstone. But Miss Oldenbourg’s sympathies here 
are entirely with the Cathari Albigensians, sect one 
might call primitive Puritans latter-day 
whose basic theology inherited from the Manichees in- 
sisted that all material things, and particularly all flesh- 
things, were the work The Devil, only spiritual 
life was the work God. Many were devout and 
ardent people, living exemplary lives according strict 
Christian doctrine, though never admitting that Christ 
could have been God incarnate, because God could not 
have put Himself the power Satan becoming 
really man. The crusade launched against this hereti- 
cal sect was much political was ecclesiastic 
origin. That was cruel and ruthless and even in- 
effectual, although succeeded destroying practically 
all the practitioners Catharism and almost every 
scrap their writings, now historical fact. But much 
the Catharists’ vituperative hatred Rome and 
Catholicism finds its echo and after the Reformation 
many the so-called primitive and evangelical sects. 
Miss Oldenbourg’s novel compelling one, horren- 
dous its events are. And the title accurate enough 
summary the story, for almost all the people this 
tale find their destiny death the stake consumed 
fire, the hands torturers with hideously con- 
trived engines murder. 


The novel centered around the Sieur Montgeil, 
poor nobleman who owns castle hill high above 
the plains the Sault district, not too far distant from 

oulouse, and his wife and children. Ricord became 
Catharist belief after witnessing the murder the 
rack and wheel man that faith; his wife, Arsen, 
follows him and adopts the same beliefs, eventually 
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becoming kind “ordained nun”; so, too, does his 
daughter Gentian. His four sons also enlist the 
struggle against the King’s armies and those Simon 
Montfort. And all end tragically story and 
landscape that dark with the smoke burning and 
lurid with the light fires. 


The mature adult who knows enough history correct 
the balance against this story overweighted favor 
the defeated, who are presented always fighting only 
for freedom and personal liberty, will find this novel 
added argument supporting the view that Miss 
Oldenbourg one the best historical novelists the 
twentieth century. Peter Green’s translation from the 
French 


Grady, 
Hanes, Frank Borden The Fleet Rabble 
June 12, 1961. 368p. $4.95. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 
(IIb) 


Based the wanderings and uprising the Lower 
Nez-Percé Indians, The Fleet Rabble engrossing 
novel. American Anabasis, complete with out- 
standing personalities noted for their courage 
cowardice, their love hatred Indian mores. The 
characterizations are chiseled cameo clear the skill- 
ful portrayals author Hanes. This epic story 
Mosaic bent pictured huge canvas, yet colorful 
persons and evocative descriptions frequently claim the 
attention. there any fault worth men- 
tioning, that Mr. Hanes, journalist and poet, seems 
times get hung the rhythmic beauty his 
style and with this occasional fauit literary narcissism 
retards the forward surge his narrative. 


This the age-old story the Indian lands and the 
encroaching pioneers supported the Army. 
Tul Hul Hul Zote, drunken chieftain with magnetic 
personality, inflames the Indians attack small army 
group. (By the way, the use Indian names will 
puzzle the reader temporarily: how could one recognize 
the following men women?—Walitzee, Pile 
Clouds, Hush Hush Cute?) Mr. Hanes’ description 
battle scenes especially effective, even blood curdling. 
The author seems have mesmeric attraction 
death; forgetting the moil and clash the gory prairies, 
focuses death scenes numerous times. 


Unhappily, also, Mr. Hanes thinks necessary open 
Freudian vein the craggy Indian plateaus. Wel- 
wayas half-redman who wears women’s clothing 
and does women’s work. General Wood’s orderly 
one the most characters modern 
fiction. the development this personality, author 
Hanes lapses from good taste. All the principal 
women act sex were their only preoccupation. This 
may pagan milieu, but one doubts that Indian 
women were generally depicted this story. 


the end, the young chief, Moseslike Joseph, who 
has been trying lead his people the protection 
Sitting, Bull, surrenders. The exodus over; the 
wandering finished; the tragedy Indian enslave- 
ment complete. rousing story; but for adults only. 


Brother Gerald Edward, 


Good Counsel High School, 
Wheaton, Maryland 
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Robbins, Harold The Carpetbaggers 
(Simon and Schuster). June 1961. 679p. $5.95. 


While The Carpetbaggers big and involved story, 
for reasons soon mentioned, details plot can 
held minimum. Primarily, the story the 
wonder-boy achievements Jonas Cord, Jr., who, re- 
sembling well-known real California industrialist and 
Hollywood figure, resoundingly successful aircraft 
manufacture and the motion-picture business. Around 
and within the narrative Jonas are told the stories 
Nevada Smith, half-Indian outlaw and murderer who 
effectively raised Jonas loco parentis and who later 
became great cowboy star; Rina Marlowe, whom 
Jonas loved but whom his father married and whom, 
later, Jonas made over into the American ideal glamor 
girl; David Woolf, lower-East-Sider, who his own 
shrewdness and with Jonas’ aid becomes great Holly- 
wood executive; and Jennie Denton, ex-nurse, fabu- 
ulous prostitute, again made Jonas into American 
ideal replace the deceased Rina, ending, strange- 
insufficiently motivated fashion missionary nun. 


There are many more and there is, course, much 
more. However, while Mr. Robbins has possibly very 
fluently painted the picture ruthless and mixed-up 
people, the total scene one degradation. The 
novel loaded with vulgarity, obscenity, perversion, 
that seems be, professo, not serious piece 
writing, but cesspool. The few indecencies action 
and language that are omitted are excluded only 
because, appears, Mr. Robbins will wish have 
“something new” say his next work. 


This novel actively shunned everyone. 


Cdr. Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Caute, David Fever Pitch 
Pantheon. June 256p. $3.95. (IV) 


Don’t judge this book its cover. The design good 
and reflects all the background the novel: ritual 
mask for the revelation the African personality, 
tree for the jungle, the Union Jack for the tenacity 
the old Empire, gun for noise and blood, medal for 
courage duty, military cap complicate the setting 
and stall the action, arrow pointing inward no- 
where, and heart for the erotic aspects the sensitive 
protagnist’s quest for spiritual and physical manhood. 


Fever Pitch spotilly well written book. David 
Caute leads the reader down the labyrinthian ways 
personality shoving the naive reader into horrible real- 
ization man’s inhumanity man and the dilemma 
the homosexual. The dark corridors lead always 
mosquito netted bed and the hero, Michael Glyn 
the contrasting figure Julian Savile are that bed. 
One scene climaxes with Michael and his male servant, 
Sully, falling the floor, our questing hero dimly realiz- 
ing have African bed.” There are 
funny phrases, New Yorker type humorous vignettes 
and character descriptions; but the writing most elec- 
tric when David Caute tells the African elections, 
the political intrigue, classic British fashion. 


One hopes that behind the description the depths 
which man can sink and wallow lust, that the 


author has purpose presenting these scenes—they are 
too vivid ignored, too detailed funny, too 
nauseating good satire. 


Michael Glyn, his Brigadier, the ravished Sully, and 
the turbulent mobs Kofi Bandaya, the leader, are 
too engrossed the material world bring the book 
happy ending. The book lacks unity purpose 
and has strong theme qualify along with other 
novels about the Dark Continent other treatments 
the homosexual’s quest for happiness and 


The purposeless arrow the jacket design good 
symbol—Mr. Caute could use few directions. The 
hurling angry barbs and unbridled criticisms 
expected first novel; and religion, marriage, gov- 
ernment and politics have always been good targets. 
hoped that the author’s aim improves with 
the refinement his moral sensibilities and moral obli- 
gation his readers. Caute recognizes what evil, 
presents well; but even little goodness would look 
terrific tucked away some place the dark jungle 


this novel. 
Dom Beatus Lucey, 
St. Mary’s Abbey, Delbarton, 


Morristown, New Jersey 


Brooke-Rose, Christine The Dear Deceit 
Doubleday. June 310p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Philip Hayley man 40, trying recover from 
broken marriage and mental breakdown, tries 
intellectual form therapy, check back 
father’s life. Philip’s father enveloped family 
mystery which Philip gradually unfolds. The only 
certain knowledge about the father the beginning 
the story that had deserted his wife and young 
child years before. 


Kierkegaard believes that life lived forward and un- 
derstood backward, and this theory the technique 


used this unusual novel. tumult and 
fusion that meet Alfred Hayley, “bounder,” 
poseur, years older than his wife Laura, whom 
out-wits, out-talks, and out-manoeuvres. intense, 
cryptic, and curiously witty style this rara avis, jailbird, 
collector erotica, congenital liar, lecher, thief, comes 
life probably the most incredible rogue current 
literature. the kind man who makes love 
young girl, tells her can’t marry her because 
has wife mental institution, and acquires the 
mistress his longings. His supposedly insane wife 
was the time sitting the Reading Room the 
British Museum brushing her Theology and Church 
history. the time she was five months pregnant. 


The central character emerges man giant ego 
tism. “Whereas most people assume that they are 
more complex than most people, Alfred Hayley 
sumed that was more complex than that.” (p. 91) 
was man who told meaningless lies, pointless lies, 
and sometimes told lies just for the sake the 
telling. wanted project grand ideas about him- 
self, and succeeded only spreading vague unease 
among his associates. Life its irony arranges 
things that those like Hayley who try the center 
attention are invariably the most impossible really 
know. seemed think the only really upper-class 


June 
behavi 
thinks 


Alfred 
her 


the 

whelm 
clearer 
ing, 
story 


Those 
mind, 

morali 
indeed 


McKay 


Extern 
first 
Paris’ 
backer 
ally 
artists 


Covere 
goal 
the 
sation 
simplic 
selfishr 
Paul— 
ground 
dead 
surviva 


begins 
amour: 
Mistres 
Eventu 
develoy 
renda 


tastes 


Aunt 


Magda 


hey are 
ny, too 


ly, and 
ler, are 
other 
itments 
ecurity. 


good 
The 
targets, 
with 
obli- 
evil, 
ngle 


Deceit 


from 
his 
family 
only 
ning 
young 


un- 
hnique 
ler,” 
ntense, 
ailbird, 
comes 
love 
use 
res the 
wife 
the 
nt. 


are 
ley 
(p. 91) 
the 
him- 
unease 
rranges 


McKay. June 1961. 


15, 1961 


behavior was rude, careless, lazy and utterly irre- 
sponsible. 
thinks twice before saying the wrong thing. 
enough the accidentals his personality seemed very 
attractive women—to their cost. 


was the kind person who always 
Strangely 


Alfred’s wife Laura who intelligent and attractive, 
lives this tangle shadows which her marriage. 
her later years she withdraws from the world and 
enters convent. 


the author had practiced more discrimination the 
selection detail, and more restraint the over- 
whelming character creation, the story line would 
The method presentation complex, shift- 
ing, and incalculable. 
eternal moods and transient things, with little 
story interest. 


Those readers who enjoy entering richly furnished 
mind, and who are not shocked intimations im- 


morality, will appreciate the art this novelist. 


indeed, caviar the general. 


Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Twelve Dead Geese 
340p. $4.75. (IIb) 


Externally Eugene Thassy’s second novel, 
first for American readers, hilarious comedy about 


Thassy, Eugene 


youth sampling the gay and carefree life 


Paris’ left bank. keep the story lively and the 
background authentic this respect, the book liber- 
ally supplied with free-loving mistresses, loose-talking 
artists and writers, and hilarious series utterly im- 


plausible but entrancingly crazy episodes. 


Covered all the banter, mocking tone, and outland- 
ish characters, however, study the post-war 
generation Europe seeking pattern life and 


goal for dedication. The theme emerges finally with 
the discovery that these values lie not beatnik ex- 


travagance the thousand novelties that cultivate sen- 
sation and difference goods themselves but the 
simplicities that always have satisfied man: love, un- 
selfishness, and self-development. 


Paul—who has surname—is the hero: young man 
escapes Vienna and Aunt Caroline with under- 
ground help Paris and seek career writer. 
Unable take any funds with him, brings twelve 
dead geese valise for barter his means financial 
survival. 


the Rue Monsieur Prince finds room and 
begins his education life, love, and writing: means 
Madame Binet (owner his hotel), watching 
amours unshaded windows, playing Looking-for-a- 
Mistress Day, and visiting steady succession bistros. 
Eventually the weird assortment acquaintances 
develops includes Hortense Boue, better known 
Brenda, whose unconventional conduct and extravagant 


tastes involve him public scandal and hopeless debt. 
Aunt Caroline arrives from Budapest amid the scandal, 


nephews Istvan and Mouff well cook 
Magda, all whom steadily complicate life. While 
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Paul making difficult choice Brenda’s charms 
preference Madame Binet’s, also thrust upon him, 
Mouff engages variety madcap adventures ri- 
valled only Aunt Caroline’s contributions the 
general chaos. Once Mouff has completed his aspira- 
tions poet and settled down life with snake 
woman, Paul free for one last fling beatnik 
party. From this finds his way back Madame 
Binet, who accepts him along wtih his last two-pound 
note from the last his twelve dead geese, some 
which had become bit spotted with green. 


None all this adds much sense, and that 
precisely the point. Unless one can abandon reason 
briefly, the whole assortment going offer little 
laughter and less enjoyment. The characterization 
similarly has little appeal except for the deftness with 
which its wildness delightfully developed. Monsieur 
Thassy, moreover, never pauses give the reader 
breath philosophize about the whole performance. 
Only the adult reader who stops the end the wild 
ride reflect will see much point the chase. will 
discover that all has led only back the beginning, 
where Paul could happily have remained. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Stewart, Elizabeth Grey Young Man the Year 
Putnam. May 22,1961. 318p. $3.95. (IV) 


the small Massachusetts city Wendover, one 
the local service organizations preparing for its annual 
selection “Young Man the Year.” There are four 
nominees: brilliant young surgeon, Hank Rush; 
successful Jewish merchant, Mort Levine; show-off 
financial operator, Walter Cummer; and 
lawyer, Seth Brewster, the only member 
Wendover family among the group. The novel con- 
cerns itself with the intrigue and counter intrigue 
through which each candidate works for his own elec- 
tion and the defeat his opponents. 


fairly penetrating study our status—seeking 
society and our contemporary social business 
mores, the novel not totally unsuccessful; but that 
the most that can said for it. The dreary recital 
seductions and near seductions; the completely amoral 
tone the entire work; the painfully inadequate style 
—all adds effort which never attains the level 
anything remotely close creative success. 
narrative skill the novelist betrays little knowledge. The 
plot drags along its slow length until the moment when 
the name the winner finally announced; and 
that time couldn’t care less. 


One cannot resist the speculation that the author was 
influenced the sales success Peyton Place. The 
same tasteless attempts “tell all” about the private 
lives town’s more prominent citizens are certainly 
the tradition, may called tradition, the 
earlier novel. Young Man the Year may not win 
award for worst novel the year, but will come 


awfully close. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 
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Percy, Walker The Moviegoer 
Knopf. May 15,1961. 244p. $3.95. 


There curiously unreal quality about this well- 
written first novel contemporary life. Its setting 
mainly New Orleans, city whose topography and 
atmosphere are beautifully evoked the author. Ac- 
cording the publisher’s blurb, Walker Percy 
native Alabama who became Doctor Medicine 
Columbia University. But illness forced him give 
the medical profession, and ever since has de- 
voted himself writing, mainly for periodicals. 


Binx Bolling, the protagonist, man about thirty. 
the surface, all well with him. comes from 
distinguished Louisiana family and attended the proper 
schools. veteran the Korean War, now 
successful stockbroker and, apparently, model citizen. 
paraphrase the book, Binx’ wallet full identity 
cards, library cards, credit cards, and considers 
pleasure receive receipt neat card with his name 
certifying speak, his right exist. 


But underneath, within himself, Binx feels deep 
and growing despair. During the Korean War sus- 
tained injuries which, while now physical sense 
healed, have left behind serious psychological trauma. 
wonders why the normal events everyday life 
seem unreal him. His days the office are 
busy, yet finds himself constantly scheming how 
seduce his secretaries. (Not too successfully, there 
have been three them rapid succession!) The only 
real things his unreal world seem the concretely 
realized, fictional events screen the screen 
suburban movie house. And Binx con- 
firmed moviegoer, prefering action films but willing also 
enjoy any old second-rate film. Even familiar scenes 
New Orleans seem take new sense being 
when projected screen. 


Binx close contact with his uncle and aunt, who 
live comfortable atmosphere wealth and high 
New Orleans society. His cousin Kate and are both 
attracted each other and repelled; their relationship 
subtle, changing, ambiguous. Binx notes that, under 
the strain modern life and his lack answer 
the problem existence, Kate has become even more 
alienated from reality than himself. After quick 
flight together from New Orleans Chicago and back, 
Binx and Kate pass through emotional crisis and 
decide get married. the novel’s close, they are 
together and precariously happy. the nature 
things, there can guarantee for tomorrow. 


Mature readers will find spiritual overtones, striving 
for answer the riddle life today’s waste land, 
this unusual story. 

Robert Cummings, 

Chicago, 


Silby, John Walk Mandalay 
Doubleday. June 253p. $3.95. 


This novel World War was previously printed 
England and there received very favorable press notices. 
However doubtful its American career will 
felicitious. The story about English soldiers, told 
English manner, English author who uses 


SELLERS 


many words which are peculiarly English, combined 
with liberal assortment Burmese words. 


The author has assigned himself major tell 
the story one trip the Moulmein, British hospital 
boat, carrying varied assortment passengers. Some 
unity achieved viewing much through the eyes 
benevolent nurse but this not adequate tie 
gether the many loose ends the episode. This the 
type story which almost demands the first person 
the writing, which Mr. Sibly doesn’t use. 


interesting obiter dictum the respect the Japanese 
had for the red cross, refraining from bombing the boat 
even when was moored next ammunition barge. 
Incidentally the book has the ring verisimilitude. 
The author was himself soldier the Burmese area 
where the action takes place. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Wylie, Max Never the Twain 
Morrow. Apr. 26,1961. 286p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Had Max Wylie’s new novel social protest appeared 
years ago, its appeal might have been more timely. 
things are, there the uncomfortable feeling that 
the author beating dead horse. For Never the 
Twain little more than fiction-coated attack the 
last days British rule India, jewel that has been 
absent from the crown empire since 1947. 


The action, set April, 1943, centers about 40-year- 
old American with the uncommon name Hackley 
Major who teaches English literature the University 
Lahore. How Major happens India only 
vaguely explained, but has become thoroughly 
acclimatized that ready ignore British taboos 
and marry native, the beautiful Shonti, daughter 
jailed pacifist leader Khan Mirza. Shonti’s brother, 
Rasheed, does not share their father’s confidence 
passive resistance British “tyranny.” regular fire 
eater, Rasheed throws away the Victoria Cross won 
fighting with the British Africa, takes some shots 
high representatives His Majesty and flees the 
hills organize revolt. Hackley reluctantly becomes 
involved Rasheed’s desperate actions. The bulk 
the novel concerns the efforts almost every one 
convince the impulsive Rasheed that non-violence 
the best policy, even must forfeit his life its 
observance. 


The British the picture are sharply divided between 
those who are vigorously favor immediate 
pendence for India and those who are waging 
guard action preserve the empire whatever ruth- 
less means are necessary. Chief among the former are 
Lady Elizabeth Broad-Mayne picture book Victorian 
who nevertheless has the heart true democrat, 

Terry Phillipsen, contemplative young man who—it 


will come surprise—is the mysterious author 


several books denouncing British colonialism. The 
thinning red line empire represented 
devilishly efficient criminal investigator, and Sir 
Percy Chadbourne, the shrewd but unbending ruler 
the province. All are stereotyped characters who have 
wandered from the pages Kipling and Osborne into 
curious juxtaposition. 
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Having once taught India’s Punjab University, Mr. 
Wylie brings his writing familiarity with Indian- 
Pakistan customs and expressions, but the learning 
often merely ostentatious. Moreover, the style dread- 
fully commonplace for writer Mr. Wylie’s repute. 
The melodramatic utterances and general sentimental- 
ity give cause wonder whether Never the Twain 
not potboiler taken from the author’s trunk and pub- 
lished capitalize upon his 1959 
Trouble the Flesh, veiled study Eugene O’Neill’s 
life. Wylie’s Anglophobia seems mount hears 
the end his toils, and the novel’s artistic value suffers 
proportionally. There just too much Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke these English villains, and sweet old 
“Lady Beth” is, God Save the King, insufferable. 


John Clarke, 
The Scranton Times 


Frazee, Steve More Damn Tourists 
Macmillan. May 29,1961. 241p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The Chamber Commerce Wonderful, Colorado, 
hits upon novel plan lure the tourists: have some 
Utes come there and sing the ancient songs their 
tribe. Mrs. the cultural leader the com- 
munity, opposes the very idea Indians their midst, 
but voted down stormy public hearing. Then 
there are other obstacles when the Utes arrive. Singing 
not their forte, and the Chamber decides put 
them drama about the early days Wonderful. 
And furthermore, while the residents are anxious for 
the tourists’ dollar, they are reluctant give work 
lodging the Indians. But those who eventually 
find that the Utes actually help business, 
peace families where there had been discord. 


Meanwhile geology class from Crench, exclusive 
college for girls, comes Wonderful study the 
the nearby hills. But unknown 
Miss Cowgill, their teacher and chaperone, the students 
agree take part the coming play. Mrs. Snoddy 
welcomes them royally when she learns their par- 
ents’ income, but her joy short-lived. Her 
whom she had divorced, suddenly reappears after 
absence twenty-five years; being geologist natur- 
ally accompanies the class its expeditions and even 
dines alone with their teacher. When the college presi- 
dent learns this dispatches investigator find 
out what has happened Miss hitherto 
symbol the highest ideals Crench. 


The opening night the drama was indeed one 
Somehow other the scuffle the stage 
between the hero and the villain brought the surface 
many secret grudges among the natives Wonderful, 
and neighbor fought against neighbor. Naturally the 
tourists were delighted since they thought this free-for- 
all was part the play. the morning after was 
found that one had been seriously injured. All 
Wonderful lived happily ever after except Mrs, Snod- 
dy, for Miss Cowgill got her husband and also retained 
her good standing Crench. 


Many will enjoy the humor and satire for which Steve 
Frazee has become known his previous novels about 
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the West.. But uses too many profanities this 
book, and course must protest against his loose 
ideas about divorce and re-marriage. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Russell, Ross The Sound 


Dutton, May 25, 1961. 287p. $3.95. (III) 


This novel deals with the strange and exotic world 
the cool jazz musicians, The talk hipster lingo and 
the constant subject modern, progressive jazz. The 
author knows whereof Founder Dial Rec- 
ords, company dedicated the sounds the post 
World War era, and operator record shop 
Mr. Russell knows these “cats” from the 
inside. 


The book tour-de-force, employing all the termi- 
nology, the characters, and the melodramatic events 
which seem flourish the wake epidemics cool 
The main character the story Red, the im- 
possibly gifted trumpeter whose music and antic dis- 
position brings ecstasy and horror all around him. 
The story told through Bernie Rich, classically-ori- 
ented pianist with yen play far-out jazz. hears 
Red, becomes enamored his style, and dragged 
along the wake the negro musician’s talents. Also 
pulled along Zaida, hip chick with yen for Red 
and his music. Hassan, negro-turned-Mohammedan, 
the unit’s drummer and one the few relatively 
sane people the book. 


Red has heroin habit and Zaida prostitutes herself for 
money keep him supplied. Girl,” the epicene 
“connection,” the true villain the case. Red 
given token individuality making him have 
enormous appetite for food, women, and train 
hangers-on. see his confused career broken en- 
gagements, jam sessions impromptu which last far into 
the morning, and dope and alcohol parties between 
jobs, Here all the squalor, the degradation, the lack 
responsibility, the fascination the world 
not pretty picture nor intended be. There 
may some sociological value the telling the 
tale, but, one may ask, there any artistic purpose 
The untutored, dope-and-alcohol ridden stallion, 
Red, shown have more music his drunken rever- 
ies than the superbly trained Bernie Rich who can only 
admire from afar. Suspecting that dope may the 
solution, Bernie goes “on the junk” for time, but finds 
that can’t bring the music back with him when 
returns reality. 


The overall picture sad one, and, this the world 
jazz, most won’t want come any closer 
than the pages book. There may some value 
the hip terms that are used and defined for the 
squares who may read the book. There also brief 
account the author’s version the history jazz 
the United States and all the correct names are 
dropped. But, worth it? 


Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College 


124 


Williams, Jay The Forger 
Atheneum. June 12, 1961. 376p. $4.95. (IIb) 


The real, opposed the counterfeit art and 
love, the difficult distinction which Jay Williams 
undertakes explore The Forger. departs this 
work from the genre the historical novel, for which 
earned reputation with The Siege, The Witches 
and Solomon and Sheba, write serious, psych- 
philosophical novel with modern locale—Greenwich 
Village, New York, and present-day characters, group 
struggling artists beset with too-familiar, existentialist 
malaise. 


Rufus Griffin, the who speaks for Mr. Williams, 
talented painter who, his thirties, has not yet found 
exactly the direction his life his art should take. 
With two friends, equally dedicated art, Rufus has 
been supporting himself minimal standard ex- 
ecuting poorly paid commercial art chores. his free- 
lance contracts increase however, Rufus’ dream seri- 
ous painting begins fade. The departure one 
his partners Paris devote all his time art, with 
and the expense wealthy woman patron, and 
the abdication his other partner the security 
marriage and profitable comic strip, impell Rufus 
examine his own talent and direction. 


even more shattering fact that 
critics whom Rufus respected, were not enthusiastic 
about the paintings showed his first exhibition 
and the fact that had fallen love for the first time 
with woman who unable return his love—these 
two failures are the catalysts which cause Rufus 
raise, with himself and with the reader, some basic ques- 
tions. The question whether artist who needs 
leisure develop his talent, should accept support from 
woman who demands adultery return; the question 


HEADLINERS 


Title and Classification Author Date 
FICTION 

The Agony and the Ecstasy (IIb) Stone Apr. 
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whether creating work art for specific com- 
mercial market prostitution talent; the question 
whether artist who imitates another man’s style, 
consciously unconsciously, really differs from forger 
—all these issues Rufus faces concrete terms. Coun- 
terpointing his artistic problems are the questions 
the genuine versus the romantic love, questions only 
symptomized the crude dilemma which Rufus 
finds himself when discovers that his Adrienne has 
another lover. Adrienne’s problem raises its own artis- 
tic question—whether women, with the unique capacity 
create physical life itself, are ever artistically creative, 
and its corresponding problems love. Adrienne needs 
time and freedom discover her own identity 
person, and the other hand, she needs almost 
coerced into love—to like the reluctant guests the 
highways and byways, compelled come the 
marriage feast. Jay Williams’ credit that 
handles this delicate moral well 
problem without the sentimentality could evoke. 


Not only the inner world the artist comes life 
The Forger pages, but also its exterior setting, the art 
dealers, the patrons, the gallery owners, the art teachers, 
the models, the collectors, the critics, the eccentrics, the 
hangers-on. All Mr. Williams’ characters have 
ring authenticity, even when they are superficially 
sketched. 


The over-all theme this novel—the obligation each 
person find and loyal his own identity and 
potential, deeply ethical. Only the immature will 
misled the colorful language and the sleeping around 
which seem part Greenwich Village art world. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Knowlton, Robert Court Crows 
Harper. June 268p. $4.00. (IIb) 

Summer time, with relaxed days, particularly good 
time for book like this. has sure-fire interest. 
different kind mystery yarn with just the right 
fillip the fascinating south and its nativisms and 
peculiar prejudices. Mr. Knowlton can justly proud 
this first novel. Let hope harbinger more 
like it. For any you who bought The Anatomy 
Murder, this present work should prove less long, less 
morbid, more enjoyable. 


all opens with the fait accompli, corpus delicti 
you prefer, and flashes back the explanation 
all. Mercy Mowery the corpse. She was lovely and 
vibrant and bored with her marriage. Trouble waits 
the coner for such situations and get plenty 
it. 


Tantony, small island resort off the Carolina coast, 
the scene. Its people may tend characterize but they 
have the tang truth about them. Chief Police 
Bludhard, for instance, typical: arrogant, lazy, 
ing, venal. Ashley Wister, the paramour Mercy 
and many others, slick and oily with that rep 
charm which seems attract many good ladies. 
Virility within the bed sheets seems cover obvious 
shortcomings like ignorance, braggadocio, filth. 
Knowlton, our author, seems share Ashley’s 
ance regarding Catholic Canon Law forcing the town 
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priest admit that any civil ceremony between Protes- 


tants not valid marriage. There are couple like 


slips regarding Catholic life. 


The title, Court Crows, local Negro supersti- 


tion which lends fine bit atmosphere the murder 
and its trial. fact the trial takes much the 
book and viewed, separate chapters, through the 
eyes different participants. This technique en- 
grossing, taking from the tedious workings the mod- 
courtroom. The judge and competing lawyers are 
good dramatic types, while the outcome the trial 
proves again the worth the city slicker over the 
country lawyer. Money and power, all know, 
still talk the right places. Once the judge, who loves 
his work, exasperation after wary answer counsel 
asks: “Is this trial law convocation Jesuits?” 
Such, naturally, brings smile this reviewer and 


shows that the “casuistic Jesuit” old not yet buried. 


this book the elements are present for fine eve- 
ning’s escape into the devious twistings adultery, 
murder, betrayal while devotion and skill both medical 
and legal can highlight the tragedy misspent lives. 
The author’s talent with both local color and strong, 
varied characterization will heighten this visit de- 
cadent people. 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College 


Doty, William The Rise Father Roland 
Bruce. June 10, 1961. 210p. $3.95. 


Father Roland unusual priest. not man 
the world, yet thrust the midst it. 
not afforded the protection monastic community 
life. His assignments are varied. diocesan priest 
whose fictionalized autobiography not presented 
detail. Instead the author chose relate incidents 
the composite life priest surnamed Roland. 


Writing the first person, Father Roland recalls fire 
the seminary started during epileptic seizure 
seminarian learning celebrate solemn Mass. The 
underwriter’s investigation unravels the personality 
the rector and the utter simplicity his charges. And 
there the seminary sojourn ends. his first assign- 
ment the newly ordained curate administers last rites 
under hazardous conditions. gains 
local fame and attracts attention the chancery. From 
the country parish transferred the city where 
each day brings more new experiences: delinquent 
gangs, kidnapers and the police, and even performing 
invalid marriage. 


These parochial assignments are followed two years 
diocesan high school, then the cathedral rectory 
which mecca for persons every type. The curate 
then appointed assistant superintendent schools. 
This followed tour duty the Army where 
wounded action. Returning the diocese 
pastor small industrial town. From there 
transferred large parish where made mon- 


Each assignment filled with new faces, new problems. 
few the cases are unique, but they are not beyond 
probability. priest will tell you that has not 
been involved such matters, knows fellow priest 
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who comes within the category. The novel absorb- 
ing that the reader must stop and recall that only 
fiction. 


Each chapter written such way that almost 
like short story. complete incident itself 
and follows pattern continuity from chapter 
chapter. Each chapter also builds gradual 
climax and quickly comes end. The book does 
not drag. reads fast and easy. source real 
reading pleasure. 

Rev. Bernard Hrico, 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 


Noyes, Stanley Flowers for Clown 
Macmillan. May 15,1961. 245p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Here another statement theme long familiar 
readers American fiction: young man rejects the 
advantages available him through family and friends 
order prove himself his own terms. For the 
test selects the rough life professional rodeo 
clown and roams through the west competing with man 
and beast. When the test leads Shelley Foreston his 
death, because has himself come live the 
standards violence marking the deformed lives 
many rodeo competitors. 


Novelist Stanley Noyes places his reader the middle: 
come understand Shelley’s need for independence 
from his family, from the girl who tries win his heart, 
and from the conventions they stand for; the same 
time realize that the appeal custom, however 
much damaged personal greed, ought compel him 
return the city. After Shelley has competed 
several rodeos—to the point where the reader believes 
has proved himself—the young man offered secur- 
ity once more. His uncle asks him run his ranch: 
Willa Staven much offers marry him takes 
the job. But Shelley turns them down and heads wild- 
meet another challenge. meets his own 
eath, 


Flowers for Clown narrated advertising 
artist, Moose Gatling, who doing series for Bronco 
jeans. Attending the rodeo circuit get realism into 
his work, Moose meets the models for his paintings. 
Stanley Noyes translates what Moose sees into words. 
Here’s one taste action: 
[The bronc] came alive. Exploding out high, the white bronc 
thrashed the air fast, sunfishing, shoulder-ducking, that 
seemed have two heads and six blurred legs simul- 
taneous action, whipping the sky like wounded snake, while 
Shelley rode wild, feet raking forward into the shoulders, 
swinging back the tilting, yanking cantle, his face bright 
blur, his arm jerking the sky, crotch showing sky between 
seat and chaps time after time, riding loose yet currying and 
driving with the flashing spurs. 
When they are not struggling with bucking animals, 
Shelley and the other riders are fighting among them- 
selves, usually with too much whiskey saloons along 
the circuit. Charlene and Cliff Hickory travel much 
the same route, and she captures Shelley’s body not 
his spirit. The passions third-rate bars and motels 
occupy considerable part Flowers for Clown, 
the story moves about with the appearance aim- 
lessness. 


For readers who relish rough living with overtones 
serious tragedy, here novel contrasting the gaudy 
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carnival life the rodeo with drab and raw hours away 
from the ring. 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Koeppen, Wolfgang Death Rome 
Vanguard. Apr. 5,1961. 217p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The spate novels that have their source the sin- 
ister adventure Nazism and its apocalyptic collapse 
continues with Death Rome. Its author, who knows 
Germany from lifelong experience and underwent the 
experience being refugee from it, examines som- 
berly and bitterly the aftermath Nazism and its in- 
fluence the lives those who survived its downfall. 
likewise betrays intimate acquaintance with 
Rome, where the action the novel occurs, and his 
image the Eternal City will awaken waves nos- 
talgia those who have ever visited it. 


Gottlieb Judejahn, former boss the Party and general 
the army, escaped arrest and trial the end 
World War and took refuge unnamed Arabian 
state, where his services were put valuable use 
training raw recruits from the desert. has returned 
Rome with his pockets lined and diplomatic 
limousine his disposal order arrange munitions 
deal for his employers. While memories Nazi tri- 
umph Rome wash over him, reveals himself 
warrior resurrected from Valhalla, his family and 
relatives, the hope perhaps returning honor 
the new Germany. However remains unregener- 
ate and unreconstructed Nazi, without compunction 
guilt, raging against the weakness and treachery that 
brought about the fall Hitler and dreaming the 
day when Germany will once more march 


conquer. 


meets his wife, Eva, half mad and fanatical 
himself, who would rather see her hero dead upon his 
shield than surviving the shame Germany’s sur- 
render, and sends her back the fatherland. vents 
his wrath and contempt upon his son, who, obsessed 
with guilt and disabused the Nordic myth, study- 
ing for the priesthood. dominates and bullies his 
prosperous brother-in-law, now mayor back home, 
who long since has acquitted himself any complicity 
responsibility the crimes and outrages Nazism 
and now willing connive Gottlieb’s return un- 
scathed Germany. scorn falls equally 
upon his nephew, Siegfried, perverted Nazi school, 
mentally lost and seeking some solace and meaning 
the music composes. Finally Gottlieb bout 
lust and violence comes his apoplectic 
end. 


The central theme the story the reaction the 
various members the Gottlieb clan the misad- 
venture Nazism and the sense guilt that some 
shoulder, some deny and others merely gloss over. 
How accurate portrayal this the attitude 
modern Germans, would not dare say, though 
think exaggerated. This disquieting and depressing 
story told episodic fashion with one character 
after another taking the burden the narrative, 
device that interrupts the even flow the story and 


leads momentary confusion. Suitable only for adult 
audiences. 


Jacklin, 


Georgetown University 


Tucker, Glenn Chickamauga 
June 12, 1961. 448p. $6.00. 


The bloody brawl September 1863 between the 
Federal troops under Rosecrans and the Confederates 
led Bragg, eventuating into smashing victory for 
the Rebels, only have turn into bitter, empty 
triumph instantly brings into focus the victory Meade 
over Lee Gettysburg. Mr. Tucker does just that, 
(p. 124), with succinct and clever analysis, along 
with the logistical differences between the two im- 
portant events the time and tide the Civil War. 
the author what may for the time being the 
definitive work that battle, High Tide Gettysburg, 
which before the centennial has run its course may 
seeing books covering the July 1-3, 1863 struggle the 
squad level. Mr. Tucker writes clearly, warmly and 
well about his subject and, classification not amiss, 
might said belong the “Catton school.” 
These pages are alive, vibrant. the generals, soldiers, 
even the horses are never puppets string pulled 
hither and yon blindly some unkind fate, rushed 
into the boiling cauldron along the “stream death” 
called Chickamauga Creek blind forces mocking 
the futile attempts men settle war the issues 
and ideas either the “irrepressible conflict” the 
preservation the Union.” 


This volume thought-provoking and might well 
worthy addition not merely Civil War buff’s library 
but general reading list many Americans who 
are seeking some possible solution what this “legacy 
the Civil all about. has its defects: the 
primary one being that, because this two-day battle was 
really not either carefully planned supervised the 
commanding generals and deteriorated into 
battle,” the sequences action and events are blurred; 
corps, divisions, brigades, say nothing companies, 
seem eternal jumble blue and gray. But the author 
has alleviated some the confusion with excellent 
maps and text which nearly precise possible 
this medley attack and counter-attack. Another 
objection, likely drawn the southern partisan, 
that after putting the volume down, the true 
spective great Rebel victory obscured the em- 
phasis placed General Thomas” stand 
Hill, which actually saved the Union Army from utter 
rout and gives the impression that “the Rock Chicka 
mauga” could credited with the laurel wreath 
victory, not General Longstreet. 


But the really meaty part Mr. Tucker’s excellent 
work the masterful way which portrays the 
tions, orders, personalities, and characteristics the 
two main antagonists, Rosecrans and Bragg. The 
former, acting stupid intelligence reports, harried 
and goaded the fumbling Halleck Washington, 
convinced his opponent was “hell-bent-for-leather” 
toward Atlanta while was actually concentrating his 
forces get between Rosecrans and Chattanooga, 
presented competent strategist who missed great- 
ness foolishly scurrying from the field when the 


June 


Union 


only tit 


ority, 


battle, 

orders, 
victory 


Rama 
Harper. 
the 
nettes 
the 
The 
concert 
that 
from 
sensitiv 
Althou 
alv 
more 
unique 
tern 


The 
from 
rituals, 
stinctiv 
viduali 
most 
day’s 
“the 
ease, 
change 
and 


civil 
ica, 
Chi 
land, 
not 
with 
that 


“with 
little 
Africa 
time, 
returne 
All 
far 
ger 
Hit 


for 
empty 
Meade 
along 
War. 
ing the 
may 
the 
and 
amiss, 
chool.” 
oldiers, 
pulled 
rushed 
death” 
king 
issues 
the 


1] be a 
library 
who 
‘legacy 
ts: the 
was 
the 
lurred; 
panies, 
author 
cellent 
ossible 
nother 
rtisan, 
per- 
utter 


June 15, 1961 


Union right wing was smashed the Brotherton house 
break-through. Bragg presented the unbiased 
reader better-than-average general fighting, for the 
only time the Confederates enjoyed numerical superi- 
ority, with marked skill the initial stages the 
battle, but allowing his most serious defect, rigidity 
orders, turn what should have been magnificent 
victory into stalemate. Bragg and Halleck were 
much alike, “excellent file clerks.” 
Berkeley Kines, 


St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Rama Rau, Santha Gifts Passage 
Harper. May 223p. $4.95. (Ila) 

the countless biographies and autobiographies pub- 
every season few possess the genuine sincerity, 
warmth, and perceptiveness this collection vig- 
nettes which constitute the “informal autobiography” 


the distinguished Indian writer, Santha Rama Rau. 


The author’s prefatory note the volume expresses 
concern that the stories will reveal “how the woman 
emerged from the child born thirty-odd years ago 


Madras, India.” This reviewer can only respond 


that her hopes are more than justified, that evolving 
from full and rich narrative vibrant portrait 
sensitive human being. 


Although the book records amazing number facts, 
always more than mere recounting facts, always 
more than mere diary journal. Each detail has its 
unique relevance, its touching significance the pat- 
tern varied life. 


The stories, covering some thirty-eight years, take 
from ancient India, with its legends, customs, and 
modern India, still clinging what in- 
stinctively its own and yet struggling assert its indi- 
viduality modern world. Indeed, Miss Rama Rau 
most illuminating her reflections India to- 
day’s world, country desirious rising “beyond the 
concern with privilege and levels altogther,” and with 
“the appeal Indian casualness, the need for color, 
ease, humor,” country where much needs 
changed, but where there abiding 
and pleasure being Indian.” 


The reader moves quickly from the author’s childhood, 
“with its shifting life district and the unshakable 
little universe the family,” Europe and South 
Africa during her father’s tours duty Indian 
civil servant, her college years Wellesley Amer- 
ica, and her many journeys professional writer 
China, Indonesia, Ceylon, Spain, Afghanistan, Eng- 
land, Japan, and Russia. Each journey recounted 
not only with the deft strokes the artist’s pen, but 
with the full measure the human heart. One feels 
that her insights and incisive commentaries are im- 
Portant and rewarding the color and energy her 
style. paragraph she can capture the temper 
time, the flavor nationality, the spirit locale. 
ake, for example, her striking account the family 
returned India 1939 when she was sixteen: 
All around Europe, got similarly personal though 
far less exalted view the events that were shaping our 


generation. French beaches might meet groups 
Hitler youth some kind organized walking tour. 
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school England might asked support the inter- 
national camps the League Nations. Like 
many our friends, took refugees from Dachau and 
other concentration camps until they could find places 
their own London get work permit visa 
America. sister, with thousands idealistic young 
people, felt strongly about the Spanish Civil War, and 
deeply impressed her sentiments, fell love with young 
man had never met only because wrote beautiful poetry 
and was killed Spain. 
Whether reflecting the apartheid problem South 
Africa, reporting almost prophetically the Mau- 
Mau terror Kenya and the emergence African 
nationalism, commenting the plight post-war 
Russia, Miss Rama Rau solidly the side man’s 
spirit and its need for full and free development. Her 
greatest confidence that men are everywhere the 
same their desire for peace and the good life and that 


this bond the great hope for the future. 


Most moving are her observations Russia the 
1950s, country pushing relentlessly forward matters 
scientific, technological, and industrial, but country 
without the inquiring spirit the zest for life. Even 
India poverty has what Russia lacks, personal 
pride and feminine joy the countrywomen who 
tucked marigold casually into their hair, who wove 
roses into small hoops wear more formally around 
the knot hair the back the head. realized 
then that had missed all this Russia: the pleasure 
women being women, sense decoration, 
unquestioned right anyone the small, cheap luxu- 
ries and gaieties.” 


is, however, not simply the freshness observation 
and the depth observation that Miss Rama Rau brings 
the record her many journeys. charm and 
grace style, ability blend narration and descrip- 
tion, delineate sharply character setting. The 
riots for freedom Bombay, the devil dances Cey- 
lon, the fabled city Samarkand, the sweeping majesty 
flight from Afganistan New Delhi through the 
towering Hindu Kush, these are but few the mem- 
orable scenes. 


Santha Rama Rau’s gifts are ours, rich moments 


rich experience. 
John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Black, Hillel Buy Now Pay Later 
Morrow. May 17,1961. 240p. $3.95. (I) 

Americans have almost $200 billion personal debts 
which some $55 billion are the form consumer 
credit. Yet, the average American has idea that his 
interest charges auto loan may high 120 
percent that his revolving credit account may 
costing from percent true annual interest. This 
ignorance not only costly the consumer, but dan- 
gerous for the economy whole. 


Buy Now Pay Later, first class reporting job, aims 
educating the average buyer the mysteries credit. 
The book clear, interesting, and valuable, that 
the reader will wonder why has been wasting his 
money when little information could have saved him 
dollars. short, the book will pay for 
itself. 
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Though only small number readers will find prac- 
tical uses for Mr. Black’s interesting chapters bill 
collectors and loan sharks, his treatment auto loans, 
credit insurance, instant money, debt consolidation and 
easy terms will shock nearly every member the buy- 
ing public. They will probably outrage the department 
stores who admit making more money from selling 
credit than from selling merchandise. The auto sales- 
man and the finance manager, however, will die 
heart attacks the author’s flagrant revelation trade 
secrets. Parents, however, may start have second 
thoughts about letting their children become entrapped 
teen age credit schemes. 

have doubt that this book will attacked 
author branded traitor not enemy agent. 
Any honest witness will admit, however, that has 
performed real service the public. Recommended. 


Theobald, Robert The Challenge Abundance 
Potter. May 25,1961. 235p. $4.50. 


The author’s basic thesis quite simple. must 
rethink our economic and political philosophy the 
United States meet the challenges posed the 
existence great economic abundance. particular, 
feels, must reject the thesis that real optimum 
results from the conflict self-interests. result, 
there need new approaches labor and man- 
agement, international relations well eco- 
nomic competition. While few will disagree with such 
broad general statements, many will take exception 
Mr. Theobald’s more concrete suggestions. Thus, his 
proposal that government allowed hide taxes 
the price goods will certainly arouse all who al- 
ready feel the bite sales taxes. Similarly, the idea 
world citizenship can hardly expect welcome from 
those who oppose even the U.N. short, much 
this book will controversial. 

Since the author jumps all too easily from one topic 
another, impossible give any clear summary 
the work. also difficult evaluate, for keen 
insights are mixed with unsupported statements 
about nearly every conceivable subject. Often, asks 
the right question and then fails give anything but 
superficial reply it. sees for example that men 
must live set values, but has real idea what 
these values ought be. Though all this suggests that 
Mr. Theobald bit out his class, those interested 
social problems may find the book stimulating. 
deed, the book’s very imperfections may inspire more 
competent men attack what are, the last analysis, 
very real problems for the richest nation the history 


the world. 
Garrett 


Potter, William You and Your Doctor 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 31, 1961. 288p. $5.00. (IIb) 


This interesting book, not intended “what 
until the doctor comes” sort thing, but rather 
illuminating exposition the things person ought 
know about doctors, hospitals, consultations with 
medical experts, autopsies, cancer, sex, masturbation, 
homosexuality, socialized medicine, patent medicines, 
wives tales” about purported medical nostrums, 
and hundred other and kindred subjects. Dr. Potter 


Best 


draws from full background private practice, teach- 
ing and research, and brings light into many dark 
spot surrounding the ritual finding good doctor, 
discarding unsatisfactory one. has rather 
less pen, too, and does not hesitate draw bead 
the A.M.A. for its political (as opposed its 
humanitarian) activities. admits, too, oft heard 
complaint about “the crop doctors produced between 
1915 and cold scientific characters 
ficient broad knowledge human history and 
the relation man the society which finds 
himself.” wrong, course, indict whole pro 
fession, but there are many (and this reviewer stands 
among them) who wish that all doctors would submit 
themselves month’s course some Charm School, 
that their social graces might elevated level 
with their scientific qualities. 


wish, too, that Dr. Potter would invest 25c the 
purchase paperback reprint Miracle Lourdes 
the Protestant girl-journalist Ruth Cranston. 
went Lourdes study the purported cures, she had 
the water chemically analyzed and tested animals 
different parts France, and her conclusions were 
directly opposite Dr. Potter’s. This critical journalist 
who went personally and quizzically Lourdes seems 
much more competent witness than person who 
cavalierly dismisses true evidence saying that cures 
can all explained “the emotions, the brain and 
the nervous system.” 


The Pope, too, receives some side-swiping because 
narrow minded enough forbid abortions and steri- 
lizations. The Pope forbids them because they are 
wrong, and they are not wrong merely because the 
Pope forbids them. That distinction may little 
subtle, but think that good scientific surgeon 
should able grasp easily. Abortion means the 
death the fetus the embryo, and any deliberate 
attack amounts murder, even though the motive 
good. The end does NOT justify the means, even 
some eager-beaver obstetricians sometime think 
does. 


These things mar the book, but all-in-all the work 
well done, and contains many valuable bits 
struction written friendly and chatty style. 


Fr. Eugene Dooley, J.C.D., 
Mount Saint Joseph Teachers’ College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Lanski, Gerhard The Religious Factor 
Doubleday. May $5.95. 


Subtitled sociological study religion’s impact 
politics, economics, and family life, this book seeks 
analyze the role religion these areas everyday 
life and based study carried out metropolitan 
Detroit 1958. 750 persons originally chosen 
interviewed, total 656 were finally interviewed 
and the findings are based these completed inter 
views. the findings are significant, this not 
which studies the behavior Catholics, Proiestants 
Jews the areas mentioned. 

Out the 656 interviews, the methodology which 
full described, the author drew number 
sions. First was that religious organizations remain 
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vigorous and influential present-day American so- 
ciety, with even greater vitality foreseen the future. 


most significant finding that religion various 


ways constantly influencing the daily lives the 


people the American metropolis and, 


through these individuals, making impact 
the other institutional systems the community. Ad- 
ditionally, the religious sub-communities tend foster 
and encourage provincial view the world. 


view the fact that this survey covered only, 656 
persons, one tempted question the findings, espe- 


cially when they are stated findings applicable 
white Protestant ministers, 
negro Protestant ministers, and Catholic priests can 
hardly said representative the American 
clergy, particularly since all are concentrated one 
relatively small area. Yet the results the interviews 
would indicate, according the author. 


There are some rather sweeping generalizations made. 
For instance, suggested that the growth the 
Catholic population New England has contributed 


the economic decline that area, due the fact 
that Catholicism contains too many elements incom- 
patible with economic development progress! 
Again, due the future growth the Catholic popu- 
lation, the author foresees rising rate church at- 
strengthening socio-religious group com- 
munications and the nuclear and extended family 
systems, increase intellectual heteronomy, decline 
the importance attached intellectual independence, 
increasing support for welfare state policies and the 


ress and, perhaps, also scientific advance. 


Democratic Party, and slowing rate material prog- 
There 


and wiggly cauda serpentina seen beneath 
the brushwood interpretation the expressed opin- 


656 persons, expanded and projected repre- 


Newman, William 


sent, ostensibly, the views, not 656 Detroiters, but 
over 180 million Americans across the continent. 


John Baldi, 
Chairman, Social Sciences Department, 
University Scranton 


Understanding Music 


Harper. June 330p. $6.00. 
The author this informative book, which now pub- 


many progressive pedagogues. 


lished its second and enlarged edition, Professor 
usic the University North Carolina, the habitat 
calls his book, 


“An Introduction Musical Elements, Styles and 


and well-larded with descriptive materials get the 
over, says, layman and practitioner 
alike, 


begins with analysis the historical frame 
teference, which all music possesses. Many years ago 


this reviewer did that little book called The New 
orrelation, which put music its chronological rela- 


tothe present. Then Professor Newman discusses the 
pitch, intensity, timbre, and the instruments 


the orchestra which illustrate them; ending up, 
with his favorite piano and the human voice. 
discusses rhythm, melody (and notation), harmony 


(and tonality), and, finally, texture and style clues, 
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which make possible place music its own era 
and stage development. Then, course, all the 
principal forms (withtheir ideas) and after that song 
and opera and the great sacred cycles, epitome all 
music, chained words praise Almighty God. 


Glen Haydon, beloved head Chapel Hill’s music de- 
partment, has written the Preface the book, which 
might, other times, have been called the Prelude. 
fact, there Postlude, done the author himself, 
the social and artistic standing music 
today. 


What book this is! Every music lover could learn 
from it; every musician will have his heart quickened 
reading it. perhaps petty find one fault with 
such distinguished work, but where, oh, where the 
Index one book the late Percy Scholes, whose Ox- 
ford books music encircle the English-speaking 
world? doubt they rest comfortably Professor 
Newman’s shelves and are often consulted; but they 
eluded the eagle eye his indexer. New- 
man has done for America what Scholes originally did 
for the British public. would well have both 
our hands listen Leonard Bernstein 
cally guide the New York Philharmonic through, let 
say, Stravinsky’s Sacre Printemps. 


Franklin Dunham, Mus.D., 
University Southern California 


Radin, Edward 
Lizzie Borden: The Untold Story 
Simon and Schuster. May 22, 1961. 269p. $4.50. 


August 1892, Fall River, Massachusetts, some- 
body savagely murdered Andrew Borden and his 
second wife, Mrs. Abbie Borden. Legend says 
was Borden’s daughter, Lizzie. (Cf., “Lizzie Borden took 
ax,” etc.) jury said differently. Lizzie was tried 
and acquitted. Nevertheless, the world has not been 
able forget the matter. Books, articles, plays, 
ballet, and least one documentary program, have 
re-tried Lizzie many times. 

Edward Radin retries her this book. has covered 
hundreds murder cases and trials reporter and 
has received various literary awards. The reader 
this book can see why. did three years research 
it, first-hand research which resulted his having 
much data that apparently has not been available 
anybody else. 

Radin circles leisurely and meticulously his sub- 
ject. gives sociological picture Fall River that 
time and the Borden family. takes one inside 
Lizzie’s personality; one realizes that she was not 
Charles Addams monster but complex and, ap- 
parently, rather kindly person. then describes the 
murder, never going beyond known facts, and the trial 
and its aftermath. states categorically, “Lizzie 
Borden was innocent.” narrows down the field 
suspects three, presents the case against each one, 
and states his own opinion—as opinion. 

What remains asked whether the book was 
worth writing. too late save Lizzie Borden from 
the blight public opinion that hounded her post-trial 
years. sense, doesn’t matter who was guilty. 
But the book has general value: shows clearly how 
police and public, selective and biased perception, 
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can build what appears very strong case against some- 
one who innocent, and case against the guilty. 
One should note, finally, that the writer steadfastly 
avoided every temptation fall into sensationalism 
vulgarity the sort that easily attaches such 


subject. 
Robert Nordberg, Ed.D., 
Catholic University, 
Washington, 
Beadle, Muriel These Ruins Are Inhabited 


Doubleday. June 9,191. 359p. $4.95. 


George Beadle with Tatum and Joshus Leder- 
berg shared the Nobel Prize 1958 and looked with 
anxious eyes see whether not the rumored “vacant 
chair” would appear, mute reminder re- 
fusal the honor, the ceremony the presence 


King Gustav VI. 


The trip Stockholm was thrilling told 
Muriel Beadle, writer her own right and raconteur 
These Ruins Are Inhabited, the whole year the 
Beadles spent England and the continent. 


Professor genetics Caltech and visiting professor 
Oxford, George Beadle brought his wife and fifteen- 
year-ald son, Redmond, sample English life and enjoy 
English culture. Mrs. Beadle’s book records easy 
and familiar way the usual trials and temptations 
the American abroad. rented house with Rayburn 
heater, “fridge,” pot holders, dish cloths— 
this was the beginning. 


the course These Ruins Are Inhabited, however, 
neither places nor things take first place. People—bus 
drivers, dons, students, guides, Lady Headington, Pro- 
fessor Lavande, Mrs. Blount and their relatives and 
friends, prove that neither 800 nor 1300 too far away 
too different people are about. 


The publishers say that this guidebook. sure 
spots reads like one and even dull. But 
more book reminiscences, musing and 
amusing, intelligent person who has learned 
live with people and like them. 


Certain excursions are more vividly presented than 
others, the trips Coventry (p. 226) which 
especially poetic; Strasbourg (p. 250), Ravenna 
(p. 230), Perugia (p. 233). the course the 
year Thanksgiving and Guy Fawkes Day are celebrated, 
both with gusto! Travel auto reputedly cheap, 
convenient and rewarding. Beautifully written and 
sensitively treated the journey London and the 
ceremony there the dedication the American 
Memorial Chapel St. Paul’s (p. 158). 


Some incidents are particularly amusing. Mrs. Beadle 
learned early that English and American words mean 
different things. Thumbtacks became drawing pins and 
frogs (for cut flowers) turn into maizies. The mysteries 
the telephone, its habits and its quirks are frustrating 
both countries, but only England does one receive 
bill just twice each year. 

For those who believe that the English have little sense 
humor, the sign which the Beadles report they found 
Bath abbey concretely and directly refutes. 
deacon’s Box,” reads, “Questions, Suggestions, Objec- 
tions, Help for Lame Dogs, Anything.” 


Best 


This book good wholesome reading for everyone. 
smiles with the English and laughs those absurdities 
which modify but not make people. Subtly, 
times, Muriel Beadle points out the differences between 
the English and the Americans, for example, “Isn’t that 
like Americans, though! Improving the place, 
you’re only going here year!” More pointedly 
when she becomes involved the two systems 
cation she prepares listing good and bad features, 
not only the different systems but types within 
systems. 

Consistently styled and well written, this readable 
book, likely enjoyed one who has experienced 
visit Oxford and travel the continent. 


Sister Mary William, 

Cunningham, Scott and Lydel Sims 
Wake Island Command 


Little, Brown. June 6,1961. 300p. $4.95. 


Wake Island, course, who could forget hand 
ful Marines, led by—was Major 
off the whole Japanese fleet and air force. What 
lief know our boys could still fight after the horrors 
Pearl Harbor. But what’s this? Major Devereux not 
command there? The island Navy base? 
seems from this plain statement the facts one who 
ought know, the Navy commander Wake Island 
when was attacked, the same day Pearl Harbor. 
Wake Island was officially designated Naval Air Base, 
which Major Devereux, not being naval aviator, was 
debarred law from commanding. was tem 
porary charge after one Navy officer left until the 

thor arrived November 29, 1941, carrying with him 
telegram from Washington, appointing him “OINC 
all naval activities Wake Island.” Further the whole 
layout the island and the strategy for its defense 
were the result Navy planning, and the big day 
and the great week thereafter, Commander 
ham gave the orders. found Devereux able, 


brave, and obedient under-officer who deserves great put 
credit, but not quite that commanding. can 
How did the story get confused? seems that the Prove 
great American free press intervened. the first com 
fused and glorious reports, the Marines stood the warn 


limelight, and have remained there ever since. Legend 


has once again triumphed over the facts, thanks the Alice 
press. fair, however, the Marines outnumbered while 
the Navy defenders three one, but the chief jectio 
mand and many lesser ones were under Navy ment 
This book, little late correct the popular Hugh 
makes fine reading and surely one the best the One 
war stories. very skillfully told, thanks ghost moth 
writer, Lydel Sims, and packs more suspense and action 
than most fiction. can highly recommended, ance 
especially boys schools, military academies, and The 
leges. have 
Not the least attractive its points the personality than 
its author, fighting rather than writing man, with 
something very American his dry sense thera 


which probably saved his life the years spent 
Japanese prisons after the fall the island. The story 
continues until the end the war, and get fresh 
angle events seen from the other side 
Japanese lines. The author, sparked his wife 
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seems, tried afterwards get some recognition 
for his part Wake, but never quite made it, either 
the government, the press, the movies, who 
have all capitalized the story Wake. 
stands now. His book will correct the story for few 
people, but doubtful will make much differ- 
the legend. And that raises final question: 
how good the American press and what trying 
Grave doubts have been raised about the atti- 
tude the press recent affairs, and with good reason. 
its aim truth, seems pretty far off target. 


Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Hope, Wingfield Each His Own Tyrant 
Sheed and Ward. May 24,1961. 245p. $3.50. 
John Crosby has deliberately stayed ignorant 
production techniques order open-minded 
about the product, the reviewer has deliberately not 
checked the background Wingfield Hope. Dr. 
Strauss, his introduction, says “The author neither 
medically qualified nor possessed degree psy- 
one evaluates these tidings, she has 
written good explanation neurosis for non-psy- 
chologists. Nothing said explicitly this purpose 
except that “This book has been written the hope 
making such cases more widely understood; more 
deeply, perhaps.” 
This done four parts. First, there good intro- 
ductory discussion “the tyrant child.” Second, the 
case Alice the opposite pole from 
The Lady the Tiger?, are offered choice two 
sequels. Third, the case Hugh Both 
cases are described “fictional,” but there are hints 
that this not synonym for “fictitious.” Last, the 
two patterns personality dynamics the respective 
cases are compared and contrasted. 
such the undersigned are suitably 
put off with suggestion the Foreword that 
can leave certain kind critic express disap- 
proval because not the book which thinks the 
author ought have written.” the present case, the 
Warning was not necessary; this critic’s only complaint 
that the size the type frighteningly large. 
Alice’s case supposedly represents deprivation love, 
while Hugh’s represents excess maternal love. Re- 
wears many masks. Despite Dr. Strauss’ state- 
ment about “excess,” and the author’s comment, 
Hugh’s mother always loved her child”; one doubtful. 
One feels that both were rejected children. Hugh’s 
mother regarded his sort abstraction, not 
ance was fill pre-established role. 
The subtle relations between religion and mental health 
ave been often written about, often less insightfully 
than here. Several pitfalls are avoided. The author 
dismisses with deserved scorn the notion that psycho- 
therapy “superfluous for people who have the Faith 
and can frequent the sacraments.” the same time, 
she detects the often-unrecognized spiritual roots 
neurotic problems and shows how mental health 
and religious insight are apt grow, wither, together. 
reviewer, Catholic psychologist, can agree only 


individual human being; the price parental accept- 
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reservedly with her stand that Catholic psychiatrist 
psychologist will have depth and integration 
view not found elsewhere. Good non-Catholic 
practitioners are keenly respectful the patient’s religi- 
ous convictions, while too many Catholic practitioners 
manage keep their Freud and Aquinas two iso- 
lated sections their heads. 

This very good book for its purpose. passing, 
one must compliment Dr. Strauss for his reference, 
the Foreword, “specifically human capacity for 
making moral choices when the real issues are clari- 


Robert Nordberg, 
Catholic University America 


Ash, Bernard Someone Had Blundered 
Doubleday. May 5,1961. 305p. $4.50. (I) 


Repulse was veteran World War years old, 
ripe old age for man-of-war; Prince Wales was 
newly commissioned, the last word battleships when 
she completed fitting out April, 1941. World War 
their paths sometimes crossed they went their 
separate ways carrying out the tasks assigned them; but 
they had never worked together until they met off 
Ceylon late November, 1941, barely two weeks be- 
fore both were sunk Japanese aircraft. Repulse was 
the workhorse; Prince Wales was Churchill’s 
“vacht,” the glamor ship. The story their World 
War assignments told here through few the 
each ship, well and interestingly, with 
considerable humor and real appreciation the en- 
listed man’s point view. 

The author, who describes himself “frustrated 
NCO infantry battalion” the time the sign- 
ing the Atlantic Charter mid-1941, disclaims any 
intention Churchill “baiting”; but the book replete 
with criticisms the Prime Minister the author 
hammers his theme that the sending the two ships 
Singapore was blunder for which Churchill alone 
was Although takes the senior Air Force 
officer Singapore task for failing provide even 
the limited air cover available, the author pressing 
his point has either completely missed chosen 
ignore the much more important fact that the real point 
issue, where these two ships are concerned, was not 
that sending them Singapore, but their use 
without air cover after Japan had entered the war. 
There was hostile air power the Pacific when 
these two ships were ordered Singapore. Even so, 
modern aircraft carrier was have accompanied 
them. 

There little, any, suggestion that any the 
“blunders” that fill the book could have been calcu- 
lated risks taken sorely beset government fighting 
for its very existence. reference made the 
British ships repeatedly sent within range German 
land-based aircraft. There criticism the use 
the Prince Wales convoy Malta, although the 
ship was under heavy air attack for great part that 
trip. 

However. you are looking for interesting narrative 
the World War employment these ships, you 
will enjoy the book. easy reading, despite the 
author’s repetition pet words, phrases, and idioms. 
The reader told least six times that the Prince 
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Wales had not had adequate opportunities for training. earth located; the second and longer part discusses 
The word “blunder” appears one form another the stuff which worlds are made, the “netherrealm 
least different pages, often several times the atom,” waves and music, light and color, space, 
single page, once times single paragraph. But time, and what called, appropriately, “the sinews 
you are looking for any real contribution the All this followed pages carefully 
history World War look elsewhere. can still pared index, makes this mandatory item for high 
remember how the news the sinking the Prince and college and public libraries, but also may 
Wales and the Repulse affected Admiral King and well become best seller with the general reading 
staff. know, too, first hand, (as Senior Assistant Op- public. Recommended. 


Chief, Atlantic Fleet) how hard some the decisions 
were that had made. There were many jobs Arnau, Frank The Art the Faker 
Capt. William Moses, USN (Ret.), through 8,000 years the present, containing many 
Scranton, Pennsylvania story deliberate deception, not only copying works 
also, one might say, appreciation the techniques 
Brief Friend Moni and talents which the counterfeiters possessed and em- 
Jane Duncan has added another book her series are also discussed. And the whole illustrated with 
novels about her friends. This the first have color and black and white, and provided 
and found amusing and well-written. The story with adequate index. 
about Scottish girl who make friends during the 
war with glamorous, wealthy, and titled Monica. The 
war over, they lose track one another until Janet be- Fruechen, Dagmar 
comes engaged, whereupon Monica re-appears the Peter Fruechen’s Book the Eskimos 
scene and begins meddle unobtrusive but ulti- World. 441p. $7.50. (IIb) 
mately dangerous way. this predominantly humor- The Danish explorer and anthropologist made many 
ous book, disaster occurs and its resolution makes the and wrote much about the manner life, the 
rest the story rather unbelievable, albeit continuous- Customs and beliefs the Eskimo people who live 
interesting. Miss Duncan good describing char- the land areas north Hudson Bay Greenland and 
acters and settings Scotland and, think, her writing from close the North Pole, southeast the coasts 
charm lies here. Her account visit her parents Labrador. interest mostly students ethnology 
Reachfar and the installation there electricity anthropology, this well edited book, with its wealth 
happy ending happy book. anecdote and folk lore, may interest many another 
ele Nash, adult learn more about hardy primitive 
people. 
Murchie, Guy Music the Spheres Advance Rating 
Houghton, Mifflin. June 644p. $6.95. (Ila) (Complete reviews will appear the next issue) 
enormously interesting and informative, well Coogan, Joseph the Rear March 
stimulating and entertaining book this study space, Gourse, Leslie With Gall and Honey 
with its concomitants time and matter, which ex- Lee, Carvel Tender Tyrant 
plained for the “layman” with magnificent clarity and Maurois, Andre Adrienne (Ila) 
illustrative drawings. two parts, which the first Norris, Frank Last Kiss Amanda (IIb) 
deals with the earth’s atmospheric layers, the moon Hesketh The Marrying Americans (Ila) 
the planets the solar system, meteorites, comets, the Telfer, Dariel The Guilty Ones 
sun itself, other stars and galaxies beyond that Frank Informal History Texas 
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